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SAFE RETURN TO WORSHIP 

PLANNING 
 Assign responsibility for monitoring ang incorporating government orders and guidance. 
 Assign responsibility for coordinating with local health authorities and law enforcement. 
 Provide leaders, ministers and staff with mask and other protective equipment to wear 

while serving. 
 Establish protocols for physical distancing before, during and after services including 

seating arrangements, modified worship practices and dismissal procedures. 
 Continue offering online worship options for those who are sick, higher risk, have been 

exposed to a coronavirus (COVID-19) patient within the last 14 days or are otherwise 
uncomfortable gathering in person. 

 Do not share equipment used for worship services such as microphones, etc. 
 Minimize areas of building being used during services and gatherings to minimize 

disinfecting needs. 
 Designate 1-in-1-out protocol. 
 Establish frequency and processes for enhanced cleaning and disinfecting-between 

services at minimum. 
 Develop admission criteria for worship services, noting that anyone who is ill or appears 

ill should plan to worship remotely. 
 Postpone children’s activities for additional safeguards. 
 
BUILDING 
 Conduct a thorough facility inspection/walk-through to check on the safety of the 

building. 
 Address any slip, trip and fall hazards. 
 Thoroughly clean and disinfect the building and contents. 
 Ensure cleaning supplies are on hand. 
 Make hand sanitizer and/or hand wipes available throughout the building. 
 Post signs regarding social distancing, safety measures and handwashing. 
 Impose hand washing. 
 
SUPPLIES 
 Disinfecting agents for the building 
 Hand sanitizer for staff and attendees. 
 Masks and gloves for staff. 
 Face coverings and thermometer for temperature check. 

PREPARATION 

mailto:spalacio4w@gmail.com
mailto:spalacio4w@gmail.com


 
 

BEFORE SERVICES 
 Disinfect the worship area. 
 Disinfect worship materials such as microphones. 
 Disinfect restroom and other common areas. 
 Replenish disinfecting and covering supplies. 
 
DURING SERVICES 
 At entrance, prop door open, apply admission criteria, check temperature and provide 

hand sanitizer. 
 Seat individuals or family units from front to back. 
 Maintain physical distance (six ft.apart). 
 Face covering such as face mask or face shield must be worn. 
 Offering holders will use protective equipment such as mask and gloves. 
 Communions will be served by staff with mask and gloves. 
 Communions cups are disposable and will be disposed by every individual who used. 
 
AFTER SERVICES 
 Dismiss attendees from closest to furthest from the exit. 
 No hand shaking or any physical contact. Wave or one hand crossed the chest as a sign 

of greetings. 
 Disinfect worship area, materials, rooms used and frequently touched items such as 

doors, light switches, chairs, etc. 
 Disinfect offerings. 
 Maintain physical distance and wear face coverings to protect each other. 

 
 

 

Implementation 


